Argyrophilic, intracellular bacteria in some cats with idiopathic peripheral lymphadenopathy.
Lymph node biopsy specimens from several previously reported cases of unusual feline peripheral lymphadenopathies were re-examined by a modified Dieterlé silver-impregnation staining technique. In a proportion of these specimens, the Dieterlé stain revealed tiny pleomorphic, intensely argyrophilic coccobacilli. These organisms were predominantly located within macrophages. The infected cells were focally distributed, particularly in the interfollicular regions of the nodes. They were inconspicuous in sections stained by other, more conventional staining methods. It is possible that these coccobacilli represent yet another, previously unidentified, cause of chronic lymph node hyperplasia in the cat.